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Mr. Paul J. B o ff a a n 
Director 

Oregon Research Institute 
468 Best 11th Avenue 
Sugene, Oregon 

Dear Paul: 

Z have Just returned from an extended trip to Washington, to 
find the reprints which you seat ne so psreeg&ly. They lode 
extraaely interesting, end Z shell send you mbs ooexocnts when 
Z have had the opportunity to study then. Z preause you have 
seen the very stimulating article on diagnosis end decision 
theory appearing In the latest issue of Behavioral Science . 

Vsrd Edvards is spending the signer here at SDC, end Z have been 
attending a weekly seminar of PASS) end 8DC types on Bayesian 
decision theory at Edvards* bow. Z think the t im has arrived 
for an exposition to be put before the public outlining the 
l^Llcatloaa of Bayesian notions on inference in the varied f iel ds 
in which the interpretation of evidence plays a major part * legal 
inference, nodical diagnosis, intelligence, system analysis, 
ccBjaand decioloa-eiBking, etc* Z have interested a lawyer friexd 
of mine in pursuing the legal aspects; pezhapa your own group 
will contribute to the nodical side. For the first tine, it 
seem to ne, the Bayesian egproeeh offers a plausible fronevotrk 
for a lo g ic of inferential reasoning that underlies *11 of thfffw* 
disciplines. 

It so happens that Z hove been working lately on HATO problem 
at RASD, but the project that lies ahead of ne is the one Z 
described at the conference: problem of cconunication in crises, 
with the enphesis not upon technological aa ttera but upon the 
purposeful influencing of opinions, including those of subordi¬ 
nate staffs, of allies, and of enemy decision-oedsere. I ata 
Interested not merely in vefbal communication but by vnavm of 
poature, acts, and processes. Problens of evidence end inference 
on both sides are clearly central, and I wish to focus as r rrfr 
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upon the difficulties of the process, the eeblgultles, oppor- 
tunities for ndBunderstendlng sad the effccte of preconceptionr- 
as upon the possibilities for successful oaaamicntlon. 

I hope you will ooatlnue to keep ne supplied with 0 veils!le 
drafts beering upon your ongoing work. 

Sincerely yours, 


Denlel EUsberg 
EconoElCB Dcpertaenfc 


DE/ss 

ref. Inc. #22541, dtd. 6 / 6/63 









